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At a Meeting of the AUDIT COMMITTEE held remotely by Skype, on
TUESDAY the 21st day of July 2020 at 10.00am

Present: Clir M Davies (Chairman)
Clir P Vachon (Vice Chair)
Clir K Ball
Clir M Renders
Clir P Ridgers
Clir J Yelland

Officers in attendance:

Section 151 Officer

Internal Audit Manager

Head of Finance

Chief Internal Auditor

External Auditor

Chief Executive

Director of Place and Enterprise

Head of Strategy and Projects

Head of Environmental Health & Licensing
Senior Case Officer — Democratic Services

Also in attendance: Clir C Edmonds, Clir N Jory
Apologies: Clir A Bridgewater

ITEMS REQUIRING URGENT ATTENTION

The head of Environmental Health & Licensing gave a verbal update on
Health & Safety reporting, particularly in relation to COVID-19. Work
place inspections and infection controls are being reviewed on a regular
basis.

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
The Minutes of the Committee Meeting held on 23 June 2020 were
confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

DRAFT STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS 2019/20 AND DRAFT
ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT 2019/20

Clir Edmonds took members through the report.

He finished by thanking the finance team under the guidance of

the S151 officer and Head of Finance through this difficult time.

The external auditor gave an update on the audit.

He reported that this is the first time the audit has taken place
remotely.

Valueers are mandated to put an opinion of material uncertainty to the
Council’s property as of 31 March due to COVID-19 and the uncertainty
of the property market. A limitation of scope opinion will appear in the
statement of accounts in September.

In response to a question on the locality fund the S151 responded by
stating any underspend will be rolled forward to future years within the
four year term into the locality fund of each member.
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The Chairman proposed that the action plan for the declaration of a
Climate Change & Biodiversity Emergency be added to the Statement
of Accounts and that a cross party working group meet on

a regular basis to look at the Council’s position.

The S151 Officer confirmed that Servico, a dormant company

of the Council which is shared with South Hams will be reviewed

this year with the intent to bring back a report to Committee for

a new use for the company or to dissolve it.

It was then RESOLVED that:

The content of the Draft Statement of Accounts and the Draft Annual
Governance Statement (AGS) for the financial year ended 31 March
2020 were noted.

ANNUAL REPORT 2019/20

Clir Jory took members through the Annual Report 2019/20. He thanked
The S151 Officer and team for their hard work. He thanked the waste
team and the management of FCC on the work with the new waste
contract. The Council’s response to Covid-19 has been positive and is
now working on a recovery plan.

It was then RESOLVED that:
1. That progress and achievements made by the Council were
noted; and
2. That the West Devon Annual Report (as presented at Appendix
A) was considered for the financial year 2019/20, with any
amendments being suggested prior to publishing

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY INVESTMENT REPORT
CliIr Jory presented the report on Commercial Property Investment.

It was RESOLVED that:

That the performance and risks of the commercial property portfolio to
date was noted.

(The Meeting terminated at 11.11am)

Dated this

Chairman



